SUN AND THE BIBLE

Holding the finger up before his companions he
declared:

"Now you see the sort of god that you have to
protect your village! I break and twist his finger
off, and he holds his grins the same as before.
What sort of a god is that to protect the village?"

His companions all fled from the temple, terror-
stricken and horrified at the sacrilege.

In a short time the news went forth through the
whole village. "Wen's name was anathematized.
Fathers advised their sons:

"Keep away from that mad boy. That is what
foreign teaching does. Such sacrileges are only
taught by the Ocean-men. This abomination may
bring us all bad luck.'7

His parents were almost heartbroken at the
news, although, against the angry protestations
of the neighbors, they stood, Chinese fashion, firm
for their boy, both to "save their own faces" and
to save his. Among themselves, however, they
agreed that this sacrilege was the limit of all for-
bearance.

After Wen's father had succeeded in appeasing
the first wrath of the village elders by imme-
diately arranging for the repair of the idol, he was
compelled to agree to banish Wen from the village,
whose temple the young man had so flagrantly
dishonored.
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